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MCDS OFFICERS’ MESSAGE
by Charles Lucius

We hope that you have had a good summer and that you were able to enjoy your gardens during this very
“different” virus-impacted season. In the middle of change and inconvenience, we’ve discovered that there also
can be blessings. Perhaps you were able to spend more time this year noticing and enjoying specific flowers, or
perhaps you finally found time for a garden chore that you have been putting off for years! We do truly hope that
each of you have been able to find some joy from the beautiful flowers that pull us all together in the Metropolitan
Columbus Daylily Society.
We, your MCDS Officers, miss you!! Honestly, we miss the comradery and companionship that MCDS members
share with each other at each and every one of our annual events. Yes, we share our mutual passion for and
interest in daylilies, but we also share our individual life situations and experiences – and we are enriched through
this sharing experience. With the cancelation of all of our events since February, we are hungry for the fulfillment
that comes from getting to spend time with you, sharing results of this year’s plans, excitement for future gardens,
and information about new favorite plants/flowers. We, like many of you, are anxious for the time when we can
safely resume our face-to-face activities!
We also want to remind you that you are all very important to us. Put very simply, there can be no MCDS without
you, our members! As we navigate these unchartered times, we have weighed the desire to see you with the
reality and uncertainty of everyone’s health and wellbeing. When the Franklin Park Conservatory cancelled
all indoor meetings for all of 2020, it further complicated our decision-making process regarding meetings and
events. We have not made our decisions lightly or easily, and we have continued to be disappointed that the virus
situation has not improved such that we can resume our club events.
As communicated earlier, we have decided to extend all current MCDS memberships by one year! This is in
recognition of the fact that so many of our 2020 activities have been cancelled, and reflects the strength of our
club’s budget. We have managed expenses very closely this year, basically eliminating nearly all normal costs of
operation. In addition to the income from 2020 membership dues, we have also benefited from some donations,
no Spring speaker fees, and the sale of many plant markers. So the MCDS budget is strong going into 2021. We
hope that the free extended membership will encourage all of you to resume active participation with us just as
soon as we are able to do so.
During the next couple of months, as we begin to prepare for 2021 (and, fingers crossed, better times!) we will
continue to conduct important club business and will communicate this activity with you. Officers need to be
identified and approved for next year and we will need a budget in place to guide our fiscal efforts. We will
discuss plans, and possible contingencies, such that we can resume our guest plant distributions, plant auctions,
public plant sale, and our annual daylily show. Again, we will work to communicate these actions with you during
the next couple of months. We appreciate your patience during this very unusual year. We look forward to the
opportunity to meet with you in person again – which, hopefully, will be soon.
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The Shirley Farmer Midwest Hybridizers Meeting - The World Keeps Changing
by Sandy Holmes
After almost thirty years of meeting twice a year, the 2020 spring meeting had to be cancelled because of COVID.
Now it has become necessary to cancel the regular November meeting too. The one thing in life that is certain
is change, so change we must.
The November meeting is going to be on Zoom. Many schools, clubs and businesses use Zoom or programs like
it on a regular basis. Zoom allows people to conduct meetings, give presentations, discuss topics and participate
electronically just like they would in a live meeting. The meeting can be open so that everyone can talk or set up
to mute everyone to eliminate background noise. A muted participant can be unmuted easily when he/she has a
question or something to add to the discussion.
The presenters will submit their PowerPoints in advance. The presentations will be loaded into Zoom and each
person will present their pictures to the group. Right now we are working out the details, but we expect that we
will present over several days so that everyone won’t go crazy looking at their PC’s.
For those of you who haven’t used Zoom the process is pretty simple. The person hosting the meeting will send
electronic invitations which allow the participant to join the meeting. You can log in from your PC, tablet or even
your phone. If your PC doesn’t have a camera, you can still see the presentations, but your face won’t be shown
along with the other people who are participating. The Region 2 summer board meeting was held with Zoom.
Even some of the clubs are holding their meetings on Zoom.
Invitations to the Midwest Hybridizers Meeting will be emailed to the regular attendees, but if you are interested
in participating updated information will be on the website: http://www.midwesthybridizers.com/
I hope that many of you can join us and participate in this new way of sharing information. You will get to see
pictures of daylilies that aren’t even on the market yet and learn about everyone from new enthusiasts to wellknown hybridizers and you won’t catch COVID.

Conservatory Update
by Karen Ciula

We will stay totally optimistic and plan that the COVID-19 pandemic has been controlled enough to allow for
another daylily show in 2021. The date of the show cannot be determined until the Franklin Park Conservatory
allows the plant societies to schedule new dates for meetings and activities. All plant society meeting and activities
have been cancelled through December, 2020.
The Conservatory has reopened with new restrictions in order to control the number of visitors in the building or
out on the grounds. Visitors must reserve a timed ticket from the website at www.fpconservatory.org or by calling
614-715-8000. Once you have entered with your timed ticket, you may stay as long as you wish.
On Thursdays, seniors and visitors with compromised immune systems may apply for a 9:00 AM ticket with regular
admission fees. General public hours are 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM daily. Those with Conservatory memberships
are admitted free but also must reserve a timed ticket. Masks must be worn, and visitors are expected to stay in
family groups and at appropriate distances from others.
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Starting on Sunday, September 6, Conservatory admission will be free to Franklin County residents on the first
Sunday of the month. Nevertheless, visitors must apply for a timed ticket.
Despite the restrictions, the Conservatory has been very popular since reopening in July. The Children’s Garden
still attracts parents, grandparents, and kids to walk and play, especially in the water features on the hot days we
had this summer. In October expect to enjoy the big pumpkin and squash displays again. Tickets for the special
“Pumpkins Aglow” evening events are now on sale from the website. Hundreds of lighted jack-o-lanterns, a giant
spider, and a pumpkin house line the carriage path and the Grand Mallway.
A new attraction, the Paul Busse Garden Railway, opened early in July. It is located outside and west of the Three
Sails sculpture on the Grand Mallway. Model trains run through four botanical gardens with Fairytale, Wild
West, European Travel, and Who Lives Here themes. Over 40 Paul Busse houses, constructed from natural plant
materials, are owned by the Conservatory, and you might recall seeing some of them inside the Conservatory
when we had our Holiday potluck luncheons. The Railway Garden is free with Conservatory admission and will
be open until January, 2021. Don’t miss it!

Working in the Franklin Park Conservatory Daylily Beds
by Debby Colvin

This summer has been very hot and dry, after a very wet spring. This meant that the daylilies at Franklin Park
Conservatory got a really good start, and bloomed well. As the summer turned hot and dry, however, the plants
have suffered with browning on the foliage. Several die-hard volunteers have done their best to keep the beds
looking presentable. Volunteers who spent hours this spring and summer included Fred Blythe, Jerry Ciula,
Karen Ciula, Debby Colvin, Frankie Phillips, Cathy Redenbarger, and Nick Schrader.
Because the Conservatory staff does not water the daylilies, the bed nearest the front of the building required
cutting back in early August. Weeds were a problem in one Moldovan bed, with thistles coming back four times
after being totally removed. One of the days I did this chore, I had to carry home everything that came out of the
beds, as the Conservatory was not gathering our “yard waste.” What a challenge!
On our most recent trip, the Conservatory did set out tarps to collect and compost the clippings, and after 20 hours
of combined weeding/trimming, three large tarps had been piled high with thistle, dead scapes and trimmings.
Fred even went behind the fence to cut huge weeds that were ready to spread seeds into the garden.
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What Did You Do Last Summer?
Karen Brenner shared: “It was a good year here in my Wooster daylily garden with lots of seedlings blooming!
Even with the hot, dry weather, there are lots of seed pods anchored on the ends of scapes slowly maturing. I’ll be
digging up daylilies from 4 years ago to make room to plant the seeds in late November, so the cycle can continue.
I got to work from home which provided a little extra time in the garden since my lunch hour was spent outside—
and my commute took no time at all which meant more time in the garden. We had about 20 people from our
church visit during our “invitation only” open garden—masks and social distancing required. It’s so fun to talk
with newbies about daylilies! I hope everyone is staying safe—and enjoying their gardens.”

Karen Brenner’s “fairy garden swimming hole” and glittery teeth on some of her seedlings this summer.
Debby Colvin shared: “This summer, with the Corona Virus front and center, I imagine that many of our
members, along with me, have found some measure of happiness and contentment in their gardens. There is
nothing like going out in the morning and admiring all the newest daylily blooms. I have followed my usual habit
of recording first blooms, as well as last blooms of all my daylilies. I usually do this while deadheading, a chore
which takes over an hour early in the season, and then drops to a mere few minutes as the bloom season winds
down. Right now, I have a few late daylilies which are happily blooming in my garden. They include H.‘Louise
Boswell’, ‘Sharon’s Delight’, ‘Double Big John’, ‘Jen Melon’, ‘Naomi Ruth’, ‘Marietta Charmer’, ‘One for the
Road’, and ‘Nettie Downing.’ If you research these daylilies, you will find that there is a mix of old and new,
single and double, and small and large. These plants don’t just have single blooms, but multiples each day.
I have two plants that had gorgeous double blooms, which were due back to the club in the spring. They are
on the left ‘Splash of Stardust’ and on the right ‘Twisted Whiskers.’ These doubles were favorites of mine, and
someone will get a nice plant if they purchase them, once we can again have a daylily auction!”
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Nancy Heber shared: “H. ‘Heavenly Angel Ice’ is a special favorite of mine
because it brings back memories of when I judged the design portion of the
daylily show at FPC. It was given to me as a gift. I have always enjoyed the
daylily show, not only for the ability to see the many gorgeous blooms, but
being invited to share lunch with the growers of these fine specimens who
share my admiration of daylilies.”
“I got ‘Classy Columbus’ at the
national daylily convention when
it was held here in 2012. It has
been a favorite to those who
have seen it in my garden, as
well as those that have seen its
photograph. Debby Colvin and
I have shared daylily photos this
summer since visiting each other’s
garden isn’t possible.”
Jill Ann Landrick shared: “We have created our Perennial gardens over the course of 28 years on ½ acre.
We began with 3 large Maple trees and a rose bush. We call our backyard our park-like setting. Surrounded
by Forsythia, Honeysuckle and Mock Orange bushes as a backdrop, our perennial gardens contain flowering
perennials and native plants as well as over 150+ daylilies that have staggered bloom times. In the springtime,
all beds are full of spring flowers. The shade garden contains various colors of Coral Bells and Hosta, along with
various ferns and Japanese Maple trees. I look for rare and unique plants. There is something for all 4 seasons.
We have tastefully placed large angel statuary throughout. Several arbors, brick walks, a walkway leading to a
bench under some trees, bird baths, and a fountain. The statuary in the gardens and the trees in the shade garden
are illuminated at night. My husband and I have truly created a serene backyard.”

“Our Shade Garden is our peaceful oasis close to the patio. Old, large Silver and Norway Maple trees provide the
overall shade with various Japanese Maples. Along the weathered stepping stones, you will find many varieties
of ferns, some rare. There are Coral Bells, Hosta, Bleeding Heart, Solomon’s Seal, Miniature Iris, and more. At
night the trees are illuminated so we can enjoy the beauty of the shade garden at night. This area is truly a relaxing
oasis in this time of the virus.”
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Arielle Lucius shared: “While the 2020 spring and summer has been nothing short of challenging, one thing has
remained the same, and that is the joy I get from my tiny apartment garden here in Dublin. Even the days I get
home from a long shift at the hospital, and dread having to haul buckets of water to “feed” my garden (thanks to
another hot and dry season), I remember why I do it and it’s all worth it. This year has also been the first without
the usual work and escape to paradise at my family’s daylily farm, Amity Abloom. With that being said, I am
thankful to have my garden and that joy it brings, neighbors, and the family and friends who see my pictures
through social media. Please enjoy a few photos of my daylilies and other plants.”

Charles Lucius shared: “Nearly everyone would agree that this summer of 2020 is far from ‘normal.’ However,
Cynthia and I are experiencing an even greater degree of change than some. After much thought and prayer, we
decided to sell our home – along with our extensive daylily collection – and move to a smaller property.
During the past 18 years, Cynthia and I were blessed to have lived on 7 acres of beautiful rolling property across
from the Big Darby Creek in western Franklin County, Ohio. We designed and created many large display gardens,
(featuring over 1,800 distinct named daylilies!); and in 2006 we opened our commercial daylily business, Amity
Abloom, where we grew more than 30,000 daylily plants.
I have been growing and collecting daylilies for 40 years. Cynthia and I have always tried to select the ‘best of the
best’ daylilies for our gardens – incorporating distinctive styles that grow well in Zone 5/6. Many of our flowers
have personal stories associated with how we came to acquire the plants and are linked to very special friendships.
Our daylilies are much more than just pretty flowers to us! There were many emotions associated with our
decision to downsize, and in the end, we decided to take divisions from many of our very favorites with us.
In December of last year, we purchased a two-acre lot between Plain City and Marysville. We put our house on
the market this Spring, and even with the Coronavirus, received and accepted an offer from a buyer in early May.
The challenge we faced, in addition to moving our household in a social-distancing environment, was deciding
which of our many daylilies to actually take with us.
We started with potting all of our MCDS Guest Plants, including some of the newer Herrington and Joiner flowers
that we already have grown to love. We created a well-thought-out list of about 100 varieties, purposefully
identifying representative colors, flower forms, and bloom season. Additionally, we listed hybridizers we wanted
to make sure to include in our reduced daylily collection. The process of prioritization/elimination proved to be
Volume 35, Issue 3

Page 6 Fall 2020

Metropolitan Columbus Daylily Society Newsletter
quite difficult, especially as we talked further about daylilies not yet on our list. Before long, we had potted
divisions from 250 different daylily cultivars!
Our daughter (and frequent garden helper), Arielle, reviewed the list and added another 10 plants. And it seemed
that for every one we would add, we could think of two more that also should be included! The total number of
potted daylilies grew to nearly 350 when Cynthia finally held up the stop sign – we had to put all of our focus on
moving or we would not be able to keep up our end of the house-sale contract!
We found two good friends willing to ‘babysit’ our pots for us during the transition process. Nine pick-up truck
trips later, all pots were moved to their new temporary homes. And a few weeks after that, we settled into our
rental home in Marysville as we await the completion of our new home (expected winter 2020/21). We’ve spent
this summer driving to our two friends’ houses to look at and water our daylilies. This has been a very different
and unusual experience, but we have found joy in having time to study the flowers and to enjoy them individually
– things that were hard to do in our large landscape when we were always busy.
Like nearly everyone else, we are now focused squarely on the future, which we hope will be much brighter in
many ways. But during this season of change and transition, we have continued also to focus on our blessings.
We have enjoyed the beauty of our favorite flowers, and we have continued to recognize the value and kindness
of special friendships.”

When Ed and Virginia Myers’ family secretly planned a drive-by birthday celebration for Virginia’s 90th
birthday, many members sent birthday greetings and some braved a predicted thunderstorm to join the car parade.
The afternoon did end with a bang and a downpour, but Ed and Virginia were delighted and truly surprised.
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Beth Veldey shared: “It’s been one of the worst years for deer in my Lewis Center garden. A doe and two fawns
camped out in the backyard of neighbors who were at the lake all summer—with their dogs. Every morning, they
walked the fifty feet to my garden and wiped out a section of flowers and buds.
In previous years, I depended on Deer Scram by Epic Repellents. I threw it around every three to four weeks. In
mid-season this year, every three days was not enough. I’ll have to add something else to the arsenal next year
before the 2020 fawns have 2021 fawns of their own. Here are some blooms before they were eaten. H. ‘Tripped
Out’ has crazy color when the light is right.”

H. ‘Tripped Out’ (Gossard 2011)

H. ‘Navajo Pony’ (Gossard 2011)

Vivian and Bob Wistner shared: “Our daylily garden is a refuge and joy during these troubled times. H.‘Point
of View’ started blooming July 16, and this photo was taken August 11.”
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